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who may be chosen by the parties from outside t]ae panel of
the Permanent Court.

In principle all arbitration referred to in the Hague Con-
ventions is purely optional Every effort to invest the Court
with powers of a compulsory nature, both in 1899 and 1907,
was of no avail. Eussia proposed to insert a clause in the
1899 Convention which would generally bind the contracting
Powers to submit to arbitration certain types of purely legal
questions or matters of minor importance affecting neither
their honour nor their vital interests. The opposition of
Germany, however, brought this proposal to nought. Similar
projects in 1907 met with a like fate, though one secured 32
votes to 9. As the principle of compulsory arbitration did
not receive unanimous acceptance, it was not formally accepted
by the Hague Conference, but, following a statement by
Count Tornielli, chief Italian delegate, a solemn declaration
was inserted in the final draft of the proceedings :

This Conference wishes to conform to the spirit of mutual
understanding and friendliness, which is indeed the most potent
factor in its deliberations; it, therefore, has drawn up the
following declaration, which, while it maintains for each of the
Powers represented the right to vote as they wish, at the same time
affords them all an opportunity of making their adhesion to the
principles which it considers to be universally recognised; that
is to say:

(1)  To recognise the principle of compulsory arbitration.

(2)  To declare that certain disputes are capable of being

submitted to compulsory arbitration without any
restriction, such disputes being in particular those
which concern the interpretation and application of
formal international agreements. *

Moreover, though the principle of compulsory arbitration
is not accepted in the Hague Convention, the Conference of
1899 formally recognised that there was nothing to prevent
Powers from coming to individual agreements which involved
this principle. The Permanent Arbitration Conventions con-
cluded between State and State have since become innumer-